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92's time to decorate!
Saturday You. 29
G9:50 am

Come join in the (alvary tradition!
9t's time to PREPATE THE WY/

Did you know...

Christmons are Christian symbols used as Christmas
decorations, designed to emphasize the religious
meaning of the season. The term “Christmons”
combines “Christ” and “monogram,” referring to
symbolic representations of Christ such as the cross,
fish (ichthys), Chi-Rho, Alpha and Omega, dove and
anchor. These ornaments serve as visual theology,
telling the story of Christ’s birth, ministry, death,
resurrection, and eternal kingship. The tradition
began in 1957 at Ascension Lutheran Church in
Danville, Virginia, where Frances Kipps Spencer
sought to replace secular decorations with ones that
reflected Christian significance. Her handmade or-
naments- typically crafted in white and gold to symbolize purity and glory-
quickly inspired other congregations. Today, Christmons are often hand-
made by church members and used in worship spaces and homes, offering
a meaningful way to prepare for Advent and connect generations through
shared symbols of faith. from: ornaments share the story of Jesus- Living
Lutheran

Our Christmons were made by CLCW (Calvary Lutheran Church Women)
in the early 1970’s.
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Calvary’s Youth

will present the Christmas story
at the worship service on

December 14
Also on December 14, { E W |
Friends with Music b’] H (i o
Young string musicians . )*JC F’T“E‘

will join us during the
10:30 wWorship service!




December 14 -Following the Children's Pageant

4 Chystmay — Coafly

and Phote withy SANITA

S u m day December
7 Sunday School — 10:30am
14 Christmas Pageant —9:30 Practice
S < h OO Q 21 Sunday School - 10:30am

28  NO Sunday School (Schools closed)

g @ h@d u g@ Pageant rehearsals to follow
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Supporting one another through intentional prayer
is important to the Calvary family of faith.
As we continue this important ministry into 2026,

we are taking this time to review and update the prayer list.

Always We want to ensure that our prayer list

be Joyful
& oV reflects the current needs and concerns of our people

to ensure that we are praying specifically and appropriately.

never stop

, We ask that you consider any names
praying

that you previously submitted.
If the person no longer needs ongoing prayer,

Be thankful in all

circumstances for this is God’s

will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

please let us know so we can remove them from the list.

Keeping our prayer list current helps us focus
on present needs and gives space to include new requests.
Of course, if there are continuing or new concerns,
we welcome those updates as well.
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EHBISTMAS
CANEATA

Calvary’s Choral Worship dervice
Pecegmber 21 at 10:30

Come to our traditional service of The Word and dong

inclading Calvarg Choir singing the caniata,

1 Festival of Christmas sy Mary McPonald




ALTAR GUILD

DATE COMMUNION GREETERS LECTOR USHERS COUNTERS
ASSISTANTS
7 K.Peterson | Alma Costello Peterson Christine J.Peterson Christina M
blue C.Kim K.Peterson Souza M.Levitzke Alma C
14 Youth TBD Youth Christina M
blue kkkkk *kkkk Alma C
21 Holland Anna G.Strauch Christina M
blue R hi Nooney J.Tangen Alma C
24 Kathy Cindy Strauch Strauch TBD Jon Tangen Christina M
Christmas Peterson George Strauch Jim Peterson Alma C
Eve George Strauch
white Mike Levitzke
28 Kathy Glaeser Rachel J.Peterson Christina M
white Peterson i Dillon J. Tangen Alma C
Jan4 Kathy Alma Costello Levitzke Mike J.Peterson TBD
white Peterson Kristine Nooney Levitzke M.Levitzke

WORSHIP AsSISTANTS - PLEASE NOTE: |n case of a conflict, please find a substitute
and then inform the church office at 201-327-4786.
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Thank you for supporting the Center for Food Action’s Thanksgiving program and through-
out the year. You made a difference for local families who suffer from food and housing
insecurity.

Calvary’s Christmas Giving Tree

The
Season of Giving
is upon us and this year
we can make Christmas a
little cheerier for a few families
in our community. Please consider
selecting an item posted on our Giving Tree
to give to a neighbor in need of assistance. In just

three easy steps, you can bring some joy and support.

Pease return your gifts wrapped by December 14 so they can be

delivered the week before Christmas.

Thank
You
Select a tree from the GIVING TREE on November 30 or Dec 7.
Purchase the indicated item OR a grocery store, Amazon or bank gift card.

Wrap the gift and tape the top of the label to the package. If you have chosen to give a gift card,
please use the envelope offered and give directly to: Pastor Kara

If you need help shopping or prefer to donate cash, please contact Lori McCue .
Thank you for your generosity and compassion and Merry Christmas to ALL.

Satchels bound for seafaring friends will be delivered to Port Elizabeth the first week
of December. Thank you to all who donated items or sent cards.
We are now collecting hoodies, t-shirts, socks and KNITTED HATS for next season.




5:00 pm

Invite family and friends to celebrate
the birth of our Savior at

the traditional Candlelight service.

We will be accompanied
by a guest harpist!




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7:00 Guitar 2:00 Bible 6:15 Guitar 7:00 Christian

lesson study lesson Education

7:30 Choir Meeting
practice

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:30 choir practice | 7:00 Guitar 6:15 Guitar
1030 Sunday lesson lesson
School
10:30 Communion 7:30 Choir
Service practice
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30 Pageant 7:00 Guitar 2:00 Bible 7:00 Choir 3:00 Choir at
Practice lesson study practice The Bristal
9:30 choir practice
10:30 Children’s
Pageant, Friends
with Music
11:45 Advent
Craft workshop
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:30 choir practice | 7:00 Guitar 5:00 Christmas
10:30 Christmas |lesson Christmas Eve | Day
Cantata Service
11:45 Council
Meeting
28 29 30 31
10:30 Worship New Year’s
service of Lessons Eve \\C;.> "4

and Carols
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December 2025 — Notes from Calvary’s Treasurer
Dear Calvary Friends,
As we approach the holiday season, | hope you are finding time
for reflection, joy, and peace.
We are now finalizing Calvary’s 2025 year-end and beginning
work on our 2026 Budget. Through mid- November 2025 our
revenue is $19,000 less than last year while Calvary’s expenses
increased ~ $20K versus 2024. Our shortfall has been covered
by Calvary’s Endowment Fund.
Your continued generosity and engagement are absolutely
essential to Calvary’s mission and long-term vitality.
Because Calvary is a non-profit organization, your contributions may be tax-deductible.
Below are several ways you can help sustain our ministry as we close out the year.
Cash Giving Options
We offer several online donation methods:
Preferred Options — Zelle and Bill Pay
We encourage the use of Zelle or Bill Pay since these methods avoid the convenience fees
charged by PayPal and Venmo.

« Zelle You can give directly through Zelle by scanning the QR code below or using

your online banking app.
Use the QR code below to pay through ZELLE.

« Bill Pay You can also make contributions through your bank’s Online Bill Pay service
(including TD Bank and others). This option can be set up as a one-time payment or recur-
ring auto-pay—and it avoids the 3.5% fee charged by PayPal and Venmo (commercial
fees).

« Plate Offerings

Every Sunday and Holiday, we still do it the “old fashioned way” by putting your

envelope or cash/check in the offering plate.

Whatever method you choose, Calvary appreciates the contribution of your
time, talent and treasures.

For questions or help setting up your preferred giving option, please contact me at



Gift of Appreciated Securities

You can also donate appreciated assets such as cash, bonds, stocks, or mutual funds.

To make this type of gift:

1. Contact your financial Custodian (e.g., Schwab, Fidelity, Thrivent, Merrill Lynch, etc.).

2. Request their one-page donation form, where you’ll indicate the security ticker
symbol and number of shares you desire to transfer.

Use the following information for the transfer:

Account Name: Calvary Lutheran Church

Receiving Firm: National Financial Services (NFS)

Account Number: [provided upon request by phone for security reasons]

You will receive an IRS tax deduction for the fair market value of your gift.

If you are considering gifts of other appreciated assets—such as real estate, coins, cars,

artwork, or business interests—please contact me directly to discuss our options.

© 0 0o w

Closing Note

On behalf of the Calvary Council, we thank you for your faith, generosity, and partner-
ship.

Together, we are ensuring that Calvary continues to serve our community today—and
for generations to come.

Warm wishes,

Carl Glaeser

Treasurer, Calvary Lutheran Church

Calvary Lutheran is seeking a volunteer with
experience in finance, accounting, or
bookkeeping to audit our church books. If
you—or someone you know—would be
willing to volunteer their time and expertise,
we'd be grateful!

To learn more or suggest a name, please
contact the church office or Jim Holland.
Thank you for supporting faithful stewardship!
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» CHRISTMAg o
WORKSHOP

DEC. 14TH- 11:45 AM

‘l

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS: E

LUNCHEON; CHRISTMAS CRAFT;
CHRISTMAS SING ALONG; AND PHOTOS
WITH SANTA

LOVE OFFERING TO BENEFIT CENTER

FOR FOOD ACTION ’
AND/OR
° *  PLEASE BRING A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD >

)
i OR BABY CARE ITEM \
@ RS

HO-HO-HOPE TO SEE
j YOU THERE! »

PLEASE REGISTER -d
Y DEC. 10 2025 ATy :




Calendars Wanted

Janet Berger collects and distributes calendars to local nursing
homes. The brightly colored pictures are used to bring some
beauty to the residents’ rooms. If you find that you receive
more calendars than you can use, please recycle by giving
Janet the extra calendar(s).

Why not start the new year as part of the
wWorship Assistant Team?
Communion Assistants, Ushers, § Greeters dve

needed, It's a great way to serve!

Speak to Kathy Peterson Rpetersonsg@yahoo.com
for more tnformation or be adloled to schedule.

Volunteer

Your Calvary family wishes you

DE E B R a happy birthday and joy
e W in the year to come.
BIRTHDAYS

2 Emily Meyer

3 Christian Metri 14 Anna Nooney
Reed Barnard Chris Cauda
Christian Barnard George Strauch

4 Maddie Borst Darrell Coco

5 James Strauch Leah Kemball-Cook

8 Gale Gunhus 16 Scott Peterson
Sawyer Barnard Clark Dunn

9 Clinton Poff 22 Remi Claire

10 Stephen Begen 23 Marilyn Agresta
Paul Dunn 24 Katrina Brauer

11 Connor Damstrom 28 Danielle Coco
Nicholas Nacion Steven Coco

13 Sarah Strauch 30 Karen Kolstad




DISCUSSION
& POTLUCK

Jan 29 @ 6:30pm

Ae¥- POk Timon veksaing Aotk Step inside the Higher
MAX LUCADO Grounds Café, a place

with CANDACE LEE & ERIC NEWMAN brimmi ng with WhOp, a

(/[E ./f[ heaping helping of
@Q\J\ j{\/ comfort food, and a direct
i line to heaven. Where faith
lives, all things are possible,
for a family, a community,
and one woman who
wasn't sure she had the
courage to believe again.”
—Lisa Wingate, New York
Times bestselling author of
Before We Were Yours

For more info contact:
Christine Souza (csouza0l67@gmail.com)

Attendance via Zoom is available!
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KOINONIA

ADVENT 2025

Highland Lake, 165 Lake View Dr,
Highland Lake, NY 12743, USA

We invite you to step away from the noise and into a peaceful rhythm of
reflection, joy, and preparation at Koinonia

Each weekend retreat offers:
caroling, devotions, Bible study, crafts, Nativity walks, youth
activities, and our famous Kookie Krunch Party

Join us for any or all of the four weekends:

Advent I: November 28-30 Advent lll: December 12-15
Advent II: December 5-7 (full) Advent IV: December 19-21

All are welcome — individuals, families,
youth, and groups

Rates
Lodging: $100 per room, per night
Cleaning Fee: $35 per stay (one-time)
Meal Pricing (per meal):
Adults: $15
Children (ages 6-12): $10
Children (5 and under): Free
Special Event Programming Fee: $10 per person

For more information:
@ https://www.koinoniany.org/events




Meet the Pestano Family

Leo came to the US Feb 1996. He was born and raised in the providence
called Cabanatuan, Philippines. Amy was born and raised in Midland Park.
We met at Allendale nursing home Dec 2000, we both worked as certified
nursing assistants. We instantly hit it off. We were married in July 2003. |
went to nursing school with the support of my husband and graduated with
my LPN Jan 2006 and have been working as an LPN since. | returned to
school in 2022 for my BSN and just graduated Aug 2025. We got our first
surprise in 2008 with our handsome son, Jeremy. He will be 18 in April and is

currently a senior at Midland Park High School. Jeremy is looking at colleges

to attend in the fall and has been preadmitted to 84 colleges. He has been accepted to one closer to
home, Montclair University. He is going to major in music. Ella is 14 and she is a super athlete being on
2 national basketball teams. She is also on a nation volleyball team. She loves exploring nature where
she can see God's beautiful creatures. She also is a good artist. She is in 8th grade and goes to Midland
Park High School. Scott is 9 yrs old. He is a sweet, kind hearted handsome boy. He loves to help every-
one. He also tries to help his friends when they are sad by cheering them up or just giving them a hug.
He loves sports. For some reason that is unknown to us, he is a huge Bills fan. He, like Ella plays bas-
ketball, football and baseball. He is always asking questions of how things work and figuring out the
purpose of why and how we do things. We are a tight family unit and we are always there for each
other. We will go exploring and try to find fun things to do that will give the kids a small education
without them realizing they are learning. One favorite thing to do is finding historical places and
learning of the past, going to places like Gettysburg to educate our countries past.




Michelle Baker and Martha
Locker- Hom and Piano

An Boclectic Concert

Slides, Strings, and Swing
Suggested Donation
$25
Calvary Lutheran Church

165 W Crescent Ave, Allendake, M1 D7401

Z Y CARTER-GLENNON
: |___-¢~:s_- CEMTER FOR ARTE AND NATURE
Join us fro an ecclectic aftemoon of
music that will cross cultures, times,

and styles.

_-: 5
ok r
b

"




WATER

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

One Million People Now Have Clean Water.
Here's What That Actually Means.

GT Water Marks Historic Milestone in Had and Honduras

Ramsay, N - Decamber 2025 — GT Water woyww. Ewiier ofg celebratas & milastomne
made possible by gensrosity, partnership, and belief in a simple ideat every person
desarves cloan water.

Thanks to supporters ke you, over ene millon peopls in Haitl and Honduras naw
drink sote, relinble woter evary single day throssgh GT Water's affordable bucket
fittration systama.

On& milllon people who no Lenger f9ar the water they drink.

One million families with fewer ilnesses, fewer medical bills, and more hope,
Why This Matters:

Your sugpor doesn’t just deliver claan water — it restores dignity, stalility,
ocpportunity, and life itself,

WHO sstimates ciean water con reduct deadly diamhaal disense by up to 58%,
meaning thousands of severs illnesses pravented and hundreds of children's Uves

saved,
But the impact stretches far beyond health:

# Children stay in school
e Porents return to work
«  ‘Waomen reclalm hours once spent searching lor water
o Communities build strength, resilisnce, and local jobs
A Locol Model That Works — Because It's Led by Local Heroes
GT 'Water's approach s different: local teams lead everything.
They deploy systems weekly across rural Haiti and Honduras, train families, support
schools, and ensure long-tarm impact.
Your donations fuel thedr work — and their work changes Lives,
Haiti: Schools, Orphnages & Hospitols Now E-En.'bdl
Thanks to donor support and our Haeib-based taam, GT Water now provides clean donking
waber to:



Schools:

Flore Kindsigarmen « Bon Samaritan « Eenla Mazsgeiy * Ecola L s o

Eocda Baptiste = Eoole Bon Bargar « Eooks Sent Michel

Exgle Hacem « Ecole de La Prgubetie

Lyche Phdipss Gueibed des Cayes « Ehen-Eraf ded Cayes

Crphanages:

Agupe Dhjhanags » Foyse Das Faljls

Hospitals & Clinics;

St Michol Hospiial « Chinen of Besoult

Plus: weekly community distributions through local churches and their networks
across the region,

Every school, every hospital, avery crphanage on this list represents hundrads af
children, parents, teachers, and patients who now drink cizan water because donors
chose to core.

Faces of Impact

Marie from Hatti watched her children batile sickness month after month.

~After receiving the fMrer, my kids stopped gaiting sick within 8 month,™ sha says.

“Cilean waler gave s our (e back. ™
Af 0 Hoenduron onphamnage, 35 ohilldror regoirod THoir Raotth sathin sis weokn.

HThey are e, o sciraol, aed lruphay agamr, ™ shared o=, b volisrbses
Multiply that hope by one mdllkon.
i Rlmbe ki What Comas et
Convee muillion Lives reached — bat millions more stitl waiting,
» 575 provides clean woter to a family of Tive
« 535 supports a school classroom
= 5500 equips an entire orphanage, clinig, ar school
«  Monthly giving onsures permanent, stoble access
Your generosity is the diference between surviiing and thoving.
loin Us
To give or leam more, Visit www. Ztwitor, org
dbout GT Water

T YWaiar deploys affocndable bucket fitimation sysiema scross Hatl and Hondoras through
locally trained teama. Since 2016, the organtzation has priortized local oswnerahip,

immadsaie impact. and solutions that reach the people who need them maoss,

T Waler

PO Box 626

Rampay, M 07446

Egs

Meadia Contact:

John Collins, GT Viates Boand Mamber johni@kinglides.io
WERS



CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

" Jim Holland

Alma Costello
Gerry DelGatto
Carl Glaeser
Sara Strauch
Ned Roller
Christine Souza
Christina Metri
Kristine Nooney

Tori Gooden

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Stewardship
Worship & Music
Outreach

Caring

Christian Education

Property

If you are in need of pastoral support,
please contact:

Reverend Kara Song
through the church office
Office Administrator: Sam Choi

Office Phone 201-327-4786
Office E-Mail:

calvaryallendale@gmail.com

MINISTERS AND WITNESSES :
All the people of
Calvary Lutheran Church

Music Director

Elise Carter
Office Hours: M,\W,F 10:00-2:00
Website: www.calvaryluth.org
Find us on Facebook
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
CARING PROPERTY

Laurie Jacober
Janet Berger

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Nancy Glaeser,

OUTREACH
Lori McCue

George Strauch

STEWARDSHIP
Bill Scher,

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
Kathy Peterson




Scenes from the

Youth/Young Adult

Cultural Food Outing




Also November 23...
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